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T he Sampson Agri-Expo Center in Clinton 

was packed with vendors and attendees for 

this yearôs anticipated 44th annual event. 

    Bill Cline, Plant Pathology, NCSU provided a 

robust program that offered many topics of interest 

to North Carolinaôs blueberry growers. 

The Tuesday program opened with a presentation 

from Jim Ballington, Horticulture Science, NCSU 

with a summary of frozen rabbiteye fruit quality 

experiments and an update on new cultivars. 

Bill Cline, Plant Pathology; Hannah Burrack, En-

tomology; Katie Jennings, Horticulture Science, 

NCSU addressed diseases, insects and weeds. Later 

Burrackôs program concerned spraying the blue-

berry maggot and asked the important question  

ñAre We Spraying Too Much?ò 

Diane Duchameôs program was ñWhat is Your 

Neighbor Doing About Fresh Produce Safety?ò 

Duchame is with GAPs 

Program, NCSU. Her 

Wednesday program in-

formed attendees about 

food safety steps to re-

duce risk. 

David Hardy, Agro-

nomic Division, NCDA & 

CS introduced a program 

offering a new look at 

blueberry fertility and fer-

tilizer formulations. 

Richard Blaylock and 

Michele King, from the US Department of Labor, 

answered many questions for growers regarding 

labor issues. The team also left a variety of hand-

outs for future reference. 

Joanne Stevens, Governmental Affairs Director 

for the NC Blueberry Council, introduced herself to 

the members and outlined legislative issues of im-

portance to blueberry growers.  (Editorôs Note ï 

Learn more about  Joanne on page 3 of this issue) 

Another safety program was offered Tuesday af-

ternoon. Charlotte Glen, NCCES, Pender County; 

and Sue Egelston-Moncada, NCDA&CS. provided 

Pesticide Safety Training, Category V. 

 On Wednesday Mike Mainland, Horticultural 

Science, NCSU spoke on plant growth regulators 

and offered observations on new cultivars. 

Laurie Wood, Marketing Division, NCDA & CS, 

gave a summary of the 2009 blueberry promotional 

programs and introduced 

plans for 2010. 

The drawing for door 

prizes was exciting and 

there were some wonder-

ful contributions from 

very generous sponsors 

and vendors. Once again 

Wayne Batten kept Bill 

Cline busy handing out 

vendor and cash prizes. 

 

 

44th Annual Open House and Trade Show a big success! 
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Berry Lugs ðTotesðBoxesðPicking Pails 

óSuziblueô:  A New Southern Highbush 

Blueberry Variety  

 from The University of Georgia 
By D. Scott NeSmith 

óSuziblueô was selected in 2002 at the Georgia 
Experiment Station in Griffin, Ga. from a group of 
seedlings of the cross óStarô X TH-474 planted in a 
nursery in Griffin in 1999.  Tested as selection TH-
730, óSuziblueô has a pedigree involving multiple Vac-
cinium species, including V. corymbosum, V. darrowi, 
and V. ashei.  óSuziblueô has been tested in plantings 
in south and middle Georgia since 2003.   
óSuziblueô is an early season southern highbush 

blueberry flowering and ripening about the same time 
as óStarô, but 1 week later than óRebelô.  óSuziblueô 
berries are similar in appearance to óStarô and óRebelô.  
In 3-year trials, berry weight of óSuziblueô has been 
greater than óStarô, averaging 1.8 to 2.8 g compared to 
1.5 to 2.2 g for óStar'.  óSuziblueô flavor is noticeably 
sweeter than óRebelô, which has a mild to bland flavor.  
The new variety has an estimated chill hour require-
ment similar to that of other early season southern 
highbush, in the range of 450 hours or less.   
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Joanne Stevens is the new 

Governmental Affairs Direc-

tor for the NC Blueberry 

Council. Ms. Stevens has 

worked with associations, 

councils and committees 

across the state for the last 20 

years. She has developed 

strategies to meet the goals of 

each association. 

She has directly lobbied for 

over 11 years with the NC 

General Assembly. This has 

allowed her the opportunity to 

be successful with multiple 

pieces of legislation and ap-

propriations 

Ms. Stevensô roots are in the 

blueberry industry. She grew 

up on a blueberry farm in 

Bladen County and has 

watched the industry grow 

from a few acres to a multi-

million-dollar industry.  She 

holds a Mastersô degree in 

Nursing Administration with a 

concentration in business 

from ECU. 

Notes from the NC General Assembly 
 By: Joanne Stevens, Governmental Affairs Director  

for the NC Blueberry Council 
 

During the 2009 legislative session, one of the issues that got consider-

able attention was that of water quantity. Because of the statewide 

drought several years ago, much attention has been focused on ways to 

manage water in North Carolina. There were several bills introduced 

during the 2009 session in an attempt to regulate water usage. The most 

comprehensive bill was Senate Bill 907 which would have created a 

statewide water bureaucracy and would have placed many restrictions 

on water usage. However, with considerable opposition to the bill, the 

legislation did not make it through the process. 

 

One thing that did come out of the 2009 Legislative Session was a pro-

vision in the Studies Bill of 2009 that created a Legislative Study Com-

mission to study issues related to water, water supply and delivery, 

wastewater infrastructure and funding. The legislation also established 

the membership for this study commission. Of the seventeen (17) mem-

bers that make up the Commission, the NC Farm Bureau has a seat at 

the table and is able to speak to the issues of water usage in agriculture. 

 

The initial meeting of the Commission was November 10, 2009, fol-

lowed by two additional meetings on December 14th and the most re-

cent on January 20, 2010. The three meetings involved a number of 

presentations on water quantity and infrastructure related topics. During 

the recent meeting on January 20th, Mr. Mitch Peele, Senior Director of 

Public Policy with the NC Farm Bureau provided a very informative 

presentation on agriculture water usage. During his presentation, Mr. 

Peele provided information which shows that agriculture as a whole is 

not a large water user, using approximately 10% compared to all other 

significant water users. In addition Mr. Peele talked about significant 

advancements in recent years making agriculture a very efficient user of 

the water resources. 

 

The next step in this process which will take place over the next couple 

of months will involve work on issues that have been presented during 

the past three (3) meetings. The Commission will divide into four (4) 

working groups that will focus on specific issues. It appears that Farm 

Bureau will be assigned to the first working group, which is 

ñIdentifying and Reporting Infrastructure Needsò. The charge for 

the group will be to recommend methods and processes to pro-

vide information to the General Assembly and to the public on an 

annual basis that will detail the current status of water and waste-

water infrastructure needs, the activities of funding entities to 

meet those needs and the estimated future needs for publicly-

assisted infrastructure. 
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Duplin Winery Releases Blueberry Wine 
 

ROSE HILL, N.C. -- Duplin Winery, the largest winery in 

the South and the oldest continuous winery in North Caro-

lina, has released the newest addition to their popular va-

rieties of Muscadine wine, Blueberry.  

    Duplinôs Blueberry Wine is sweet and 100% blueberry. 

The introduction of Blueberry Wine brings a new fruit to 

the wineryôs limited production wine list.  

Duplin started production of Blueberry Wine in 2009, and 

officially added the wine to its sales list at the turn of the 

New Year.  

    First announced on Facebook, where Duplin Winery 

holds the distinction of the worldôs largest winery fan 

page, the wine has been well received. Visitors to Duplin 

Winery are delighted with Blueberry Wine, which is cur-

rently on the list for the wineryôs daily free tastings.  

    Duplin Winery will bring the wine to the North Carolina 

Blueberry Festival held June 19th in Burgaw. Duplinôs 

Blueberry is sure to be a hit as the winery attends the festi-

val for the first time.  

 

Blueberry Wine is available at Duplin Winery in Rose 

Hill, through distribution outlets and online at 

www.duplinwinery.com. For a full description, tasting 

notes, and availability, please refer to the wineryôs web-

site.  

http://www.duplinwinery.com/
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 N.C. MarketReady Announces 

Spring Cost Share Cycle  

for Equipment  
KANNAPOLIS, N.C. ï The North Carolina Value-

Added Cost Share (NCVACS) program, administered by 

N.C. MarketReady, is now accepting applications for the 

spring funding cycle, Equipment Cost Share. This pro-

gram is funded by the N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Com-

mission to support the development of value-added agri-

cultural operations, an emerging sector of North Carolina 

agriculture.  

A value-added agricultural product is a raw, agricul-

tural commodity that has been changed in some manner 

so that it no longer can be returned to its original state. 

This change results in increased market value, allowing 

the producer to receive a higher price for these value-

added products compared to the original commodity. 

Chopped lettuce, fruit jams and stone-ground corn meal 

are a few examples. ñThe NCVACS guidelines broaden 

the definition of value-added beyond the traditional 

scope. It also includes non-standard production methods 

(such as organic), physical product segregation (keeping 

genetically modified (GM) corn separate from non-GM 

corn), generating farm-based renewable energy and some 

locally produced food products,ò said Brittany Whitmire, 

program coordinator for NCVACS.  

The NCVACS program works hand-in-hand with 

the USDA Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) by re-

ducing the costs associated with professional services and 

equipment purchases that are not funded by the USDA 

grant. The spring cost share cycle allows value-added 

producers to apply for equipment cost share funding. Ap-

plicants can seek to purchase new or used equipment 

with cost share funding. Equipment cost share awards 

will vary from 25 to 50 percent of the total cost of the 

equipment, up to a maximum of $25,000.  

Applications for NCVACS Equipment, spring 2010, 

are now available online at www.ncmarketready.org. 

Applications are due by March 30, 2010. Guidelines and 

a list of frequently asked questions can be found on the 

Web site. Award recipients will be notified by June 1, 

2010.  

For more information about NCVACS and VAPG, 

please visit www.ncmarketready.org and click on 

ñValue-Added Cost Shareò on the left menu bar.  

To:  NC Blueberry Producers & Exporters to Canada 

From:  Lane Kreitlow 

Subject: Blueberry Application 2010 

Date:  January 26, 2010 
 

The North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is preparing for this yearôs export 

of fresh market blueberries to Canada.  We do not anticipate any changes from last year.  The auditing 

program will commence within one week of actual or projected blueberry maggot flight (approximately 

the last week of May). 

 

The application deadline is March 1, 2010.  Please confirm your plans to participate in the Blueberry 

Certification Program in 2010 by returning the enclosed application.  Indicate any additions or deletions 

in your blueberry production acreage on the form.  Once I receive notification from you regarding your 

2010 status, I will mail out the 2010 auditing form.  If you do not intend to participate in the program in 

2010, please return your unused certificates to our office.   

 

Thank you for your interest in the Blueberry Certification Program.  We wish you the best of luck in the 

2010 growing season.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call (phone: 919/733-6932 ext. 

237; fax: 919/733-1041; email:  lane.kreitlow@ncmail.net . 



Page  12   THE NORTH CAROLINA BLUEBERRY COUNCIL, INC.  


